The following is a summary transcription and report of the Meeting of the Sport Fisheries
Advisory Commission (SFAC), recorded on January 21, 2025.

The meeting was hosted by the Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to discuss
management strategies for the 2025 fishing season, regulatory updates, and species status
reports.

I. Call to Order and Administrative Remarks

® Time: 1:20 PM EST.

® Opening: The meeting was called to order by the SFAC Chair. A roll call of commissioners
was conducted, and the minutes from the October 2024 meeting were approved.

® Objective: Review mid-winter fishery updates and plan for spring regulatory scoping.

Il. Species Management and Population Status

@® Striped Bass (Rockfish):

O Discussion on the results of the 2024 juvenile recruitment index. Staff noted that
while recruitment has been lower than the long-term average, management
measures remain focused on protecting the 2011 and 2015 year-classes.

O Discussion on the 2025 spring season dates and the impact of Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) Addendum Il on Maryland’s recreational slot
limits.

® Blue Catfish:

O Update on the Department’s efforts to incentivize the recreational and commercial
removal of invasive blue catfish.

O Discussion on upcoming spring catfish tournaments aimed at reducing biomass in
the Potomac and Susquehanna rivers.

® Yellow Perch: Preview of the 2025 spawning run monitoring. Discussion focused on
ensuring sustainable harvest levels for the recreational sector in key Western Shore
tributaries.

I1l. Regulatory Scoping for 2025
The Department presented several regulatory items for initial feedback:

® Circle Hook Requirements: Discussion on clarifying and strengthening the mandatory
circle hook rules for bait fishing to reduce deep-hooking mortality.

@® Targeting Closures: Review of the "no-targeting” windows for Striped Bass during the
spawning season (April) and the extreme heat of summer (July).

IV. Financial and Infrastructure Updates

® Sport Fisheries Budget: Briefing on the allocation of license fees and federal Sport Fish
Restoration (Dingell-Johnson) funds for the upcoming fiscal year.

@ Artificial Reefs: Update on planned reef deployments for the summer of 2025, including
potential sites in the central and lower Chesapeake Bay.

® Boating Access: Discussion on the maintenance and expansion of public fishing piers
and ADA-compliant boat ramps.

V. Legislative Outlook

As the meeting occurred during the 2025 Maryland General Assembly session, staff provided
a briefing on several bills related to:

@® Recreational license modernization.



@ Habitat restoration funding.
® Increased penalties for egregious fishery violations.

VI. Public Comment and Adjournment

@® Public Input: Several attendees provided comments regarding the need for better
communication on Striped Bass emergency closures and requested more public access
points on the lower Eastern Shore.

® Next Meeting: Set for April 2025.

® Adjournment: The meeting concluded at approximately 4:10 PM EST.

Note: For the full verbatim audio and video record of this session, you can access the
Archive.org item here. Written minutes are typically released after approval at the subsequent
guarterly meeting.




